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Artist Statement

As an artist, a parent and a veteran of the Vietnam War, my first reaction to the image of this Iraqi girl was to scream in anger and despair. American or Iraqi, allies or not, the pain is unbearably a price too high to pay for hate and revenge, land and oil, a price too terrible to comfort a child and raise a brave new world.

It is a privilege to attempt a composition to honor the Iraqi victims of this war and to acknowledge this child’s tears. My message is clear No More War!

I composed this portrait with Guernica resonating in my mind. The recent memory of former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell delivering his historic lie to war with Iraq at the United Nations before a larger blue drape covering up the horrors of history depicted in Pablo Picasso’s Guernica. Guernica a small Basque village in northern Spain suffered 1,600 civilian casualties in the first “Shock and Awe” bombing raid by the evil alliance of Hitler and General Francisco Franco.

The image of the girl came from an article by Joan Chittister published, January 28, 2005 by the National Catholic Reporter. The girl appeared on the front cover of The Irish Times as President Bush rushed past anti-war protesters during his inauguration charade. Chittester writes “Her little body was a coil of steel. She sat knees up, cowering, screaming into the dark of night. Her white clothes and spread hands and small tight face were blood-spatter. The blood was the blood of her father and mother….”
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